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[etter from our Minister

Dear Friends,
Taking a principal stand — whether it’s moral, ethical, or even a political stand in

matters of real concern can be an active spiritual expression. Our District actively expressed
its stance and voted in the following resolution when the representative Synod gathered at
the Methodist Central Hall.

London District Synod 10th Sept 2011

Synod resolution in response to Urban Riots

While Synod regrets the various acts of violence and lawlessness that took place in London
and other cities in England in August 2011, and offers sympathy and God’s comfort to all
those at the receiving end of these acts:

It affirms that:
1. Challenging poverty and inequality within society remains a priority and that there is a
moral imperative to address the increasingly prevalent social and economic imbalance

2. Calls upon all church and political leaders to listen to and take seriously the voices of
those marginalised by the inequalities

It further resolves to:
1. Write to all elected Mayors and London MPs
and
2. Inform the Methodist Church Press office

Proposed by: Revd Phil Summers - Superintendent Tower Hamlets Circuit
Seconded by: Revd Nigel Cowgill - Superintendent Croydon Circuit
As Methodists people belonging to the London District, and being part of the largest circuit in

London, let us continue to work for social justice and peace and reconciliation.

In Christ,

Barnabas

Rev Barnabas Alexander
(Circuit Minister)
Harrow & Hillingdon Methodist Circuit
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Please remember in your prayers...
- people in our church community and beyond who are ill and undergoing

treatments.

- our friends who are bereaved and feeling lonely.
Congratulations to Kath Bellamy who will turn 90 on the 12t October 2011.

Congratulations to Matt Forster who has raised more than £700 for Macmillan Cancer
Support. Matt recently took part in a Sponsored Skate — skateboarding 12 miles from Bath
to Bristol! Ouch! He tells me that the current total from all those taking part is around
£5400! Well done Matt from all of us! What a fantastic achievement!

Jane Dow
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Sunday 2nd October 10.45am Youth Leaders Dedication Service with
Parade and Sacrament led by Revd.
Barnabas Alexander (Harvest Festival)

6.00pm Evening worship led by Mrs. Jenny Cook

Wednesday 5th October 10.30am Holy Communion led by Revd. Barnabas Alexander
in room 5 (tea and coffee afterwards)
Sunday 9th October 10.45am Morning worship by Revd Ronald Hunter
4.00pm Songs of Praise Service at Northwood
church
Sunday 16th October 10.45am Morning worship led by Mr. N. Adrian
Walker
Sunday 23rd October 10.45am Healing Service led by Miss Janet Sweet
Sunday 30th October 10.45am Reflections on the Acts of the Holy Spirit

led by Revd. Barnabas Alexander

Wednesday 2nd November 10.30am Holy Communion led by Revd. Barnabas Alexander
in room 5 (tea and coffee afterwards)

Sunday 6th November 10.45am Morning worship led by Revd. Carol
Hamilton- Foyn

6.00pm Evening worship led by Revd. Barnabas
Alexander - Meditations on (the) Prodigal

Sunday 13th November 10.45am Morning worship led by Revd. Barnabas
Alexander

Sunday 20th November 10.45am Morning worship led by Mrs Jenny Cook

Sunday 27th November 10.45am Morning worship led by Mrs Cathy Smith

Wednesday 7th December 10.30am Holy Communion led by Revd. Barnabas Alexander
in room 5 (tea and coffee afterwards)
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Midweek Communions

!

Every month except August there is a service of Holy Communion on the first Wednesday
morning at half past ten. This is held in Room 5, and is a simple act of worship and
fellowship, much valued by those who share in it.

The service is usually led by our minister, Barnabas, and lasts for just over half an hour.
Commemorating the Last Supper in a small, ordinary room, gives the service an air of
intimacy which adds to the fellowship which we share over tea, coffee and biscuits (or
sometimes cake) afterwards.

Room 5, although not very big, would accommodate a larger gathering, so | do invite you
to come along if you are able to, and share in this very meaningful service.

| show below the dates for the next four months. We will be meeting every week during
Lent (from Ash Wednesday, 22nd February).

November 2nd
December 7th
January 4th
Feb 1st — service will be led by Revd. Rita King }
T

Hoping to welcome some “fresh faces” —

Mary Allan

Notice for Action for Children
boxholders

boxholders please bring your boxes to church on any Sunday
in November for emptying. Many thanks for your continued
generosity. You will be aware of how important the work is,
and of the continuing need for funds. If anyone would like a
box, please let me know — | have plenty, and will be happy to
enrol you!

o Boxes will be due for opening during November as usual. Will

actjon for
children

Mary Allan 674727
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1 - What is the meaning of the phrase "the Buddha"?
Child of God  Anointed One  Enlightened One

2 - Rastafarians grow their hair into dreadlocks because they believe a Biblical
instruction tells them to:

Be as lions  Look as distinctive as possible  Not make baldness upon their heads

3 - In what Indian town is the Sikh Golden Temple?

Mumbai  Amritsar  Agra

4 - Which Christian group was founded by George Fox?
The Quakers  The Methodists  The Salvation Army

5 - Which religion has Rosh Hashanah as its New Year festival?

Judaism Jainism Zoroastrianism

6 - What is the tower of a mosque called?

a muezzin a minaret a mihrab

7 - How many Sundays after Easter does Pentecost come?

Five Six Seven

8 - There are three main Hindu Gods. Which one is "the preserver"?

Brahma Vishnu Shiva

9 - In which religion did Emperor Hirohito of Japan renounce his divine status in
1946?

Confucianism Taoism Shinto

10 - Which Sunday is known as "Low Sunday"?

The Sunday after Easter The Sunday after Christmas The Sunday after Ascension
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Wives Club Tuerda)/ September 13th

The 1st evening of our short autumn programme was nonetheless an interesting one. It was
an invited members evening with the title "Reflections of our Fathers & Grandfathers"

We started with short notices which included welcoming 2 new members Jeanette & Denise
& welcoming the return of Pat Goodman after her recent absence, it was good to see her
looking well & bringing that bright smile with her. Welcome back Pat. Following the notices
we had a short prayer followed by the Lord’s prayer & 4vv of Hymn 790. | then read 10 short
sayings/stories about Fathers & Grandfathers.

Four invited members had prepared their notes ready to give us a look into the lives of
either their Father or Grandfather. A most varied talk, from Joan, Jackie, Maureen & Pam.
We were shown photos in frames, photos out of frames (all black & white & very affective)
paper clippings, postcards, articles to guess the identity of - lucky wild guess made by one
or two members - but for me the overall link of those memories was love & discipline with a
Christian background, youth clubs & music, photography & computers, cycling, cars &
family. All this was part of those mens lives.

How wonderful to be able to recall such times & to be proud to share with us those vivid
memories (however old the man or child were at the time) Each thought precious to them.
Thank you very much ladies.

Our next meeting will be on October 11th starting at 7.45pm & our guest speaker will be
Keith Hayward talking on "Starlight to Concorde" | am so looking forward to this as |
personally thought Concorde a fantastic machine & shed a few tears when we lost sight of
her in our skies.

NB. This meeting will be an open evening for both male & female. Please support our once
a session open evenings. We would love to welcome visitors both male & female, married
or single, to listen to Keith. There will be a collection for Keith’s chosen charity which is
"Save the Children".

There were 17 members & 2 apologies.

| can be reached with suggestions etc (or just for a chat) at 8, Field way, Ruislip, Middlesex.
01895 639718 or ginesi@btinternet.com We would love to see new members married or
single, all are welcome.

Many thanks,
Jan Ginesi (Chairman)
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Thoughts of [an Goult

| was surprised to see a resumé of my book in last month’s Grapevine. | didn’t consider it
relevant to the church. There was, however, an epilogue, removed by the publisher for the
very good reason that it had no relevance to the title. Coincidently it mirrored

“How do we do Church in 21C.”
At the age of eighty-six | felt | could indulge in a little philosophical observation.

I had been lucky in having a career in engineering that, on the whole, | found satisfying.
However following an earlier economic downturn some thirty years ago my Avionics firm
collapsed. | went from top dog to under-dog and despite working well beyond retiring age -
part time lecturing, private tuition, mini-cabbing and other things - | never recovered. It
changed my perspectives.

In particular | was concerned with the polarisation of attitudes to ‘The Beginning. This
even extends to schools; particularly in America. | also had problems with the ‘Elephant
and the Kangaroo’ in Noah’s Ark — Children aren’t stupid. With these and similar concerns
in mind | look forward to partaking in the relevant discussions on Monday evenings.

lan Goult

It was really heartening to receive the above article which is a great pleasure to be able to
publish. The Editor would like to encourage more people to share their thoughts with
other readers in the same way.

The Editor
???BIBLETRIVIAQUIZ? ? ?
Bible Names 2 (Answers to Last Month’s Quiz) biblequizzes.org.uk
1. Moses 6. Dagon
2. Miriam 7. Honouring God
3. Gazelle 8. Esther
4. Joseph 9. Gideon
5.Jonah 10. The cry of woe

?? 2?2 MULTIFAITHQUIZ ? ? ?

(Answers to This Month’s Quiz)

1. Enlightened One 6. A minaret

2. Not to make baldness upon their heads 7. Seven

3. Amritsar 8. Vishnu

4. The Quakers 9. Shinto

5. Judaism 10. The Sunday after Easter
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CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING ~-20TH SEPTEMBER 2011

Family Worker Report Jenny Cook gave details of some of the activities. Tuesday Tots
would have to start a waiting list as the room was filled to capacity. A new group on Tuesday
afternoons had started, and both Barnabas’ sons had come. Jenny was planning to start a
Core Skills course for teenage helpers. The new Parent and Baby group would be starting
the next day. Jenny will be running this on her own, but would like a deputy in case sheis
ever ill. A Christmas Event will take place at Ruislip on Tuesday 20th December

Stewards’ Report — Social events: Two new regular events had started this month, the
young people’s group on Tuesdays and the Men’s Supper Club, meeting on the 2nd Friday
each month. Eleven men had been at the first meeting. Terry Dean was willing to organise
Film Nights, but must have more support — he will be pleased to hear what people would
like.

The Stewards suggested a Hobbies Exhibition in February/March — this would need an
organiser.

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 4-5th June 2012 — would it be possible to celebrate this with
a Flower Festival?

Olympic/Paralympic Games — ideas were available from Circuit and District; we need to
decide what we want to do at Ruislip.

Wednesday Break will organise a Charity Lunch in January. Other suggestions would be
considered at the next meeting.

Pastoral Committee Concern had been expressed for members who are frail, and those
who have the care of elderly parents. The Church Christmas Card would be designed by
children, and Janet Stephenson would organise distribution. It was agreed that the
Christmas cards would be in church for collection on Sunday 4th December, and the list for
volunteers to sign would be available for 3 weeks beforehand.

Other matters — CTR Janet Stephenson reported that fewer services would be arranged as
support had been very poor

Children on Sundays — Jane Dean pointed out that there are almost no children in church/
Explorers on Sundays, and expressed the feelings of the team who prepare material for
teaching. There was some discussion, but no solution was found.

Tots’ Harvest — Jenny Cook said that some of the Mums had asked to have a Harvest
Thanksgiving, and it was agreed that the display would be left in the church until after
Tuesday Tots.

Planning:
2011 Carols by Candlelight Sunday 18th December 6.00 p.m.

J Family service Saturday 24th December 4.00 p.m.
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) Christmas Communion Saturday 24th December 11.30 p.m. at Ickenham Rd
J Christmas Day service Sunday 25th December 10.00 a.m.
) Boxing Day walk Monday 26th December 10.00 a.m.
2012 Covenant Service Sunday 8th January 10.45 a.m.
J Lent Weekly Communion services 10.30 a.m. on Wednesdays
) Easter Day Sunday 8th April — flower cross?

) Church Anniversary Sunday 6th May - Preacher Revd. David Bidnell

Next Meeting: NOTE change of date - Thursday 24th November 2011

MNMore Than Gold

/// “The 2012 Games offers churches a great way to be ///
where people are; to join in the party and do those things

MORE THAN  the church does best.” Rev Canon Duncan Green The Churchof  MORE THAN

G O l_ D England’s Olympic and Paralympic Executive Co - Ordinator. Gﬁ_D

Siice uie 1o Atlanta Games, the Christian community’s involvement with uie wuriu >
major sporting events has been under the banner ‘More than Gold’. This provides:

g - A flag for united faith- based outreach, hospitality and service.

1- An interface between the event’s organising committee and the churches.
1
1 The 2012 London Olympics and Paralympics present the UK Churches with one of their

I greatest ever opportunities. This can be seen from past Games.
1

: For example, through ‘More Than Gold’:

I- In Atlanta, churches gave out over 3 million cups of cold water to visitors on the streets.

I- |n Sydney, churches ran over 100 sports clinics for disadvantaged young people.

" In Beijing, over 30 teams of creative artists performed in pubs, clubs, malls, coffee houses
and orphanages.

g - In Salt Lake, the churches provided the largest number of homes to host the families of

g athletes.

I HS%8 ()% S&) +H( S, ) ++-$%"S. ¢/

I Many ideas can be found at morethangoldresources.org.uk including:
1

1 Hospitality - Hosting the families of athletes
1 Sports Thanksgiving Services

1Sports Quiz Nights

1
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Churdh Librarvy Addifions

Two new books recommended by Barnabas have been added to the Church Library, which is
now kept on a trolley at the back of the Church. You may borrow any of the books on the
trolley for a month at a time. We just ask that you write down which book you have
borrowed with your name and phone number and the date you borrowed it and when it is
due back.

The New Testament - A new interpretative translation

Th() New and modern explanation by Rabbi Sidney Brichto. The

T('St(l”l(’”t late Brichto was a leading Liberal rabbi and theologian
. and lectured on religious and moral issues.

The Bible is the world's best-selling book - but is often one
that is never read. Sidney Brichto aimed to change all that.
Whilst remaining completely faithful to the original text,
Rabbi Brichto has created a thoroughly modern, yet still
dignified translation of the New Testament that reads like
an epic adventure full of love, poetry, and thrills. Designed
for everyone - those who have never read the Bible to
those who have tried and failed, and those who love the
Bible - this new, user-friendly translation is not only a great
read, but also brings new perspectives and insights into
one of the world's leading religions.

Jesus in the Jewish World - by Geza Vermes. He is
Professor Emeritus of Jewish Studies and Emeritus
Fellow of Wolfson College, Oxford.

Jesus in the Jewish World represents some of the seminal
aspects of the lifelong research of Geza Vermes focused
on the Dead Sea Scrolls, Jewish Bible interpretation and
the historical study of Jesus and the New Testament.
According to the Sunday Telegraph he is the greatest
Jesus scholar of his generation. Readers of the present
volume are offered lively and often humorous accounts of
the impact of Jesus the Jew on Christian and Jewish
readers

Any queries please contact Jane Dean Library Co-ordinator.

Tel. 01895 678145 or e-mail on famdean@blueyonder.co.uk
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Letter from the Superintendent Minister

Welcome to a new Connexional year - the 6th year of our ‘not so new’ circuit. We welcome too
the Revd Nick Skelding who will be the minister at Christ Church in Uxbridge, and also working 2
days a week at Heathrow airport as part of the multi-faith chaplaincy team there. As you will
have gathered from the announcement made in all the circuit churches in July the circuit is
undergoing major configuration in terms of ministerial pastoral responsibilities from September
2012. Just to remind you of the changes, here they are again:

Ruislip — new presbyter (Assistant Superintendent) who will become the Superintendent in
August 2013

Northwood & Ruislip Manor — new presbyter

Eastcote, Pinner & Cannon Lane — Sue Male

Kenton, South Harrow & South Ruislip — Rita King

North Harrow & Wealdstone —John Swarbrick

Trinity — David Varcoe

Christchurch + 2 days a week airport chaplaincy — Nick Skelding — Yiewsley to be added in 2013
North Hillingdon & Yiewsley — Carol Foyn (Superintendent until August 2013)

Hayes & Hayes End — Helen Watson — North Hillingdon to be added in 2013

Jackie Fowler will continue to work with North Harrow & Wealdstone together with work for the
wider circuit.

Carol Foyn will work with South Ruislip for a year in 2012—-13 to enable Rita to spend time with
Kenton.

Jenny Cook will continue to work with Ruislip & Ruislip Manor, Graham Stonestreet at North
Harrow, Sally Lunson at Northwood, Marina Short at Yiewsley, Prima Mendonca at Hayes &
Hayes End, and Nicola Mercer in the Circuit Office.

We will also be exploring whether we need to employ additional lay workers — pastoral
assistants, family workers, etc to support churches and ministers.

The Mission Action Support Team (MAST), convened by Richard Reid, one of our Local Preachers,
has already started work. Richard has been making contact with church stewards to arrange
meetings with members of the group - Sue Male, Mike Hall, Jackie Fowler, lan Johnson and Noel
Rajaratnam, plus co-opted members. They will be enabling churches to identify and follow
through plans for growth and outreach, looking forward over the next few years, and picking up
the work already done by the SWOCs, Roadshow services and Task Group meetings.

Once again we are involved in Stationing and are seeking 2 presbyteral ministers — one to come
to Ruislip, initially as Assistant Superintendent but taking over as Superintendent when | leave in
2013, and one to be in pastoral charge of Northwood and Ruislip Manor. Our 2 candidates for
the presbyteral ministry — Katherine Pickering from Cannon Lane and Vicci Davidson from Ruislip
— have both been accepted for pre-ordination training and will be moving to Wesley House,
Cambridge in September. We wish both them and their families well as they settle in to a new
environment and begin their studies. Val Reid from North Harrow has completed her trainingat
Wesley House and will be starting work at Hinde Street, part of the West London Mission Circuit,
in September and Karen Bell from Eastcote has successfully completed her first year of probation
in the Purley Circuit.
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The Circuit Leadership Team will be welcoming 3 new Circuit Stewards from September — Sue
Lloyd from Northwood, lan Johnson from Cannon Lane and George Kulasingham from Hayes
End, who will be taking over from Noel Rajaratnam as Circuit Treasurer. We do thank Noel for all
his years of hard work as Circuit Treasurer, but we are not losing his skills as you can see his
name down as a member of MAST. Bob Miller too has completed his 6 years of service as a
circuit steward - so thanks also to him — but if you keep your eyes peeled at the 2012 Olympics
you might just see him trackside!

Mary Allan, our Circuit Meeting secretary, comes to the end of her 6 years in August 2012, so we
will need to be looking out for someone to take over from her. If you have experience of being a
Church Council secretary, or would like to shadow Mary to find out what it is all about then do
let me know! Nicola, our Circuit Administrator, does a lot of the admin work so it is not too
onerous a task but it is an essential one for the life of our circuit.

So there is a lot of change afoot over the next 2-3 years and a number of challenges ahead of us
as we prepare for them. So please do continue to pray for all our circuit churches and for all
those in leadership, both lay and ordained, as we work together and seek God’s will for
ourselves, our churches, our circuit and the communities we serve.

Blessings

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

:Walking with MBB

:At 10 o’clock on a bright August morning, 17 intrepid MBB
-members and 1 dog, gathered on the church forecourt. We
-were looking forward to a walk in the Chilterns with Andrew
:Wilkinson as our guide. A short drive took us to the village green at Sarratt, our starting :
.point, where we booted up. The route went to the west of the village, through fields where :
fhorses grazed. At an area of woodland, we stopped to admire some modern metal gates,
*hanging like artworks across the path. We stopped again at the River Chess to look out over
.the watercress beds, and then walked along the boardwalk alongside the river. The weather :
Estayed fine and we found we could walk and talk as we went. .

fo lunchtime we were back in Sarratt and ready for a break. The picnic tables in the garden -
.of The Old Boot were rearranged so that we could all sit together and lunches were selected:
-from the pub menu. Sadly, halfway through the meal the rain started and we were forced
finside. Some of us had puddings or coffee, while hoping the weather would brighten so that
:we could complete the walk, but it wasn’t to be. We made a dash for the cars and returned :
-to Ruislip, where we were treated to teas and slices of homemade cake at the Wilkinsons. A
fbig thank you to Pam and Andrew, for organizing a day of gentle exercise and .
:companionship.

Chris & Alan Taylors

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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This monthOs prayer...

From ‘Run the Race’ Methodist Prayer Handbook 2011/2012

Gracious God,
through your Son you call us
to walk in your way of service and sacrifice.
We don’t expect it to be an easy way:
we know we will get tired,
sometimes lost
and disillusioned.
But you promise always to be with us:
strengthening,
guiding,
uplifting.
Help us to trust always in your promises,
that we may walk with
determination,
faith,
courage,
and joy
until we find our rest in you. Amen.

Inspired by Hebrews 12:12

Ruth Pickles, Vice-President of the British Methodist Conference 2011/2012

Copyright 2011 for Methodist Church Purposes
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Saturday 1st October 6.30pm Harvest Quiz night

Wednesday 5th October 10.30am  Holy Communion led by Revd. Barnabas
Alexander in room 5 (tea and coffee afterwards).

Friday 14th October 7.30pm Men'’s Supper Club

Saturday 8th October 11.00am  Methodist Women in Britain - Quiet Day
Saturday 15th October 2.30pm Service of Induction for Blossom Jackson
Friday 21st October 11:59pm  Christmas Card competition deadline
Saturday 29th October Core Skills Training Session

Wednesday 2nd November 10.30am  Midweek Communion
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Please send your contributions by noon on Wednesday 19" October 2011 to;
Terry Dean Editor
9 Poplars Close
Ruislip HA4 7BU
email:famdean@blueyonder.co.uk

Contributions would be very welcome before the deadline.

The November Grapevine will be available to distributors on
Sunday 30" October.

If for any reason you cannot do your round please contact
the Distribution Coordinator:

Gillian Oxman 01895 634859
To update the website www.ruislipmc.org.uk contact Nick Dean on email:

Ruislip_methodist_church@blueyonder.co.uk or telephone 01895 678145

16


mailto:emilymaydean@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:emilymaydean@blueyonder.co.uk
http://www.ruislipmc.org.uk
http://www.ruislipmc.org.uk
mailto:Ruislip_methodist_church@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:Ruislip_methodist_church@blueyonder.co.uk

